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SUBJECT: ICFTU'S "WEEK OF SOLIDARITY" WITH SOUTH AFRICAN WORKERS 

REF: PRETORIA 0323 

1 . JOHN VANDERVEKEN, ASSISTANT GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF FREETRADE UNIONS (ICFTU), 

SAYS THAT THE SECRETARIAT IS "VERY PLEASED" WITH THE ICFTU’S 
INTERNATIONAL "WEEK OF SOLIDARITY" WITH SOUTH-AFRICAN 
WORKERS. 

2. IN COVERING EVENTS OF THE SPECIAL CAMPAIGN THAT ENDED 
JANUARY 21, THE MEDIA FOCUSSED THEIR ATTENTION ON EFFORTS 
TO BLOCK COMMUNICATIONS AND THE MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE AND 
GOODS TO SOUTH AFRICA, BUT THIS WAS ONLY ONE OF SEVERAL 
POSSIBLE ACTIVITIES PORPOSED TO NATIONAL CENTERS, 

VANDERVEKEN POINTS OUT. 
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3. WE HAD A GOOD RESPONSE FROM OUR ORGANIZATIONS," 
VANDERVEKEN SAYS. "IN EVERY INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACY 
WHERE WE HAVE AFFILIATES THERE WAS SOME KIND OF 
REACTION. IT WAS NEVER A WEEK OF BOYCOTT BUT A WEEK 
OF SOLIDARITY, AND IN THAT SENSE IT WAS A SUCCESS." 

4. THE SOLIDARITY ACTIVITIES WILL HAVE CONTINUING 
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REPERCUSSIONS, ACCORDING TO VANDERVEKEN. HE CITES 
AS AN EXAMPLE THE PROJECT OF THE CANADIAN LABOR 
CONGRESS TO RAISE MONEY (GOAL: A MILLION CANADIAN 
DOLLARS) TO PROMOTE FREE TRADE UNIONISM IN SOUTH 
AFRICA. 

5. VANDERVEKEN NOTES THAT MEDIA COVERAGE OF THE 
WEEK'S ACTIVITIES MADE NO MENTION OF THE WORLD 
CONFEDERATION OF LABOR OR THE WORLD FEDERATION OF 
FREE TRADE UNIONS (WFTU), BUT CORRECTLY ATTRIBUTED 
THEM TO THE INITIATIVE OF THE ICFTU. FOR VANDERVEKEN, 
THIS WAS A DECIDED PLUS SINCE THE WFTU HAD TRIED TO 
PICTURE ITSELF AS A PRIME MOVER IN THE CAMPAIGN. 

6. COMMENT. THE ABOVE VIEWS, WHICH VANDERVEKEN 
SHARED WITH US ON JANUARY 24, ARE TO SOME EXTENT 
SELF-SERVING, OF COURSE, SINCE AN EVALUATION OF THE 
CAMPAIGN IS PARTLY AN EVALUATION OF THE EFFECTIVENESS 
OF THE ICFTU SECRETARIAT. SOME MORE MILITANT MEMBERS 
OF THE ICFTU STAFF HAD INDEED HOPED THAT TOUGHER 
ACTIONS, SUCH AS THOSE TRIED IN GREAT BRITAIN, WOULD 
BE INVOKED AGAINST THE SOUTH AFRICA REGIME, BUT 
ICFTU LEADERS WERE MORE REALISTIC FROM THE VERY 
START, AND EVEN WHILE BILLING IT AS A "WEEK OF 
ACTION," THEY SAW IT AS LARGELY AN EDUCATIONAL AND 
PUBLIC RELATIONS CAMPAIGN. HINTON 
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